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Welcome

"The Galapagos Islands and the Amazon Jungle have never been more endangered. This luxury program v
designed to illustrate that tourism done the right way can help preserve the Galapagos astheehmazon,
by employing the right local guides, and using the right sustainable properties. This is about seeing the re
Ecuador, the one that the large cruise lines and majority of tourists overlook. Step back in time and see t
amazing country thevay it was meant to be seen."

Ashish Sanghrajka

Day By Day ltinerary

Day 1: Guayaquil, Ecuador

Welcome to Ecuador! After claiming your luggage, you will be met by your Big Five Ecuador
representative and transferred to your hotel. The remainder ofythe aldeisure.

Hilton Colon Guayaquil

Day 2 Guayaquil / San Cristobal Islandi Cerro Tijeretas and Puerto BaquerizoMoreno

After a morning flight to San Cristobal Islangyu aregreeedat the airport antransferred to your hotel

It enjoys aprime waterfront location andoastssome of the
best seafood in San Cristobal. After lunch and a quick
introduction, you begin your journey at the Galapagos
Interpretation Center to learn about the unique wildlife,
geology, history and social dynamics of ttabled Galapagos
Islands Begin ahike of about 2kilometergl.24 milesto Cerro
Tijeretas (Frigatebird Hilllalong natural trails formed of lava
rocks. The path is surrounded by native plasush as the
Galapagos cotton, pakanto, acacia, and cad®n your walk,

you will likely come across blue footed boobies, frigate birds,
pelicans, herons, gulls, warblers, mockingbirds and finches in
the vegetation and along the cliffdjeretaswas one of the first
places Charles Darwilanded ands the idealspotto enjoy a
spectacular view of white sand beaches on one side and the
roofs of Puerto Baquerizdorenoon the otherAfter your hike,
cool off with a refreshing snorkeling session at Carola Beach,
surrounded by sea turtles, sea lions, and marine iguAftas
dinner, explore the friendly, laiback beach town and stroll
down the boardwalk to visit the neighboring colony of
Galapagos sea lionGolden Bay Hotel(B,L,D)

Day 3: San CristobalIsland T Punta Pitt or Cerro Brujo

The day begins with a morningfo kayaking along the coast al bay
coast,where you encountdslue footed bmbies, frigate birds, sea liormd sea turtlesYou may visit

Leon Dormido (Kicker Rock), Punta Pitt or Cerro Bruitesdepend on the week daynd Galapagos
National Park regulationsSnorkel amongesa lions as well as marine iguanas and countless reef fish.
Swim with spotted eagle rays, golden rays, Galapagos sharks, starfish, clanasc@odul variety of

fish. With luck, you might even sesome menacingpoking but harmless hammerhead shavkier a

full day exploring the seagpu return to your hotel fatinner Golden Bay Hotel (B,L,D)
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Day 4: San Cristoballsland / Isabela Islandi Tintoreras
After breakfasttransfer to San Cristobalirport for your flight on a small propeller plane to Isabela
e (178 <y 1 sl and. Enjoy this birdds eye vilemw o0
semisubmerged craters, turquoise waters, rocks and islets are breathtaking
Isabela is the largest island in t&alapagos, and one of the most volcanically
active locationson earth. After landing, settle into your hotel. In the afternoon
visit anotherTintorerasthis one aock formation that is home to a great variety of
e wildlife in its crystalline watersincluding white tip reef sharks, Galapagos
penguins, turtles blue footed boobies and sea liwaisare a joy to snorkel wittY.ou may also tour the
Tortoise Breeding Centrgyhich has an exhibit of thetages of developmenf the Galapagos tortoise.
Iguana Crossing Lodge (B,L,D)

Day 5: Isabela Islandi Sierra Negra

Spend the day exploring Sierra Negra, a large shield volcano at the southeastern end of thé island
rises to an altitude of,124 meters/®88 feetandis one of the most active of the Galgpa volcanes

with the last eruption in 200%ike the extraordinary 1kilometer/10mile trail to the calderathe largest

of all of the Galapagos volcanoesdover petrified lava flows with impressive views of the islahle
southern and southeastesiopes of the volcano provide habitat for the endangered Sierra Negra giant
tortoise.lguana Crossing Lodge (B,L,D)

Day 6: Isabela Islandi Tunnels :
The tunnels are one of the most spectacular snorkeling

in Isabela. This marine sanctuary is chagezed by its
unique geologic formations. Lava flows have produceds
number of arches and tunnels both under and above v§
that arefilled with marine life. Entry into this site is shallovig
and the waves can be quite stronthe Wall of Tears is a
historic landmarkthat was built by prisoners between 19
and1959,when the island serdeas a penal colonyalled El
Muro de las Lagrimas, the wall is 25 meters/65 feet high
it is said that ahousand died during its constructidguana
Crossing Lodge (BL,D)

Day 7: Isabela Island /Santa Cruz Island
This morning you are transferred to the airport to board
flight to Santa Cruz IslandAn Englishspeaking naturalist
guide meets you at the VIP lounge at Baltra Airportatice
you into the highlands ofSanta Cruz. Enjoy a delicioug
locally-producedunch at a farm in the western hills. Take
the area's natural beautyhichencompassegit craters, lava
tunnels and &lesia and Guayabillo forestt the Tortoise §
Reserve, shareome time in the gianbrtoisenatural habitat, 8 A
surrounded by the abundant bird life of the area. End this day at Galapagos Safari Camp Wlth a sun
cocktail followed by dinnerGalapagos Safari Camp(B,L,D)
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Day 8: Santa Cruz Islandi North Seymou & Las Bachas

This morning, discovelNorth Seymour Islandvhich was raisettom the ocean floor by a seismic event
accounting for itdow, flat profile. Swallowtailed gulls sit perchedn ledgesin the cliffs only a few
meters higtthatform the shorkne. A forest ofpalo @nto treestandgust above the landing site, usually
without leaves, wait for rain to bring the
into bloom. You will spotsea lions, land
iguanas and blue footed boobies. The tr
turns inland where youdiscover find
active dynamic colonies of boththe
magnificent andhe greatspecies ofrigate
birds.

This afternoon, you travel tioas Bachas, a
beautiful coralline beach located on t
north shore of Santa Cruz Islandl is the
perfect place for practicing snorkeling
swimming or to simply enjoy the white
soft sand. Several brackish lagopnsst a
few steps away from the seaye the
feeding grounds of various wading birds,

from stilts to flamingosGalapagos Safari Camp(B,L,D)

Day 9: Santa Cruz Islandi Fishing Adventure

This morning you will explore the waters in the company of local fishermen. Developed by the
Galapagos National Park Service, this is both a wildlife experience and an opportunity for cultura
exchange. The program has a #@td mission- to engage localisherman in tourism activities that
provide alternative means of income while at the same time protecting local fisheries from depletion. Th
fishermen have safe and modern privately charter speedboats that you will enjoy today. With your guic
serving adranslator, you listen to the fishermen share anecdotes from a lifetime at sea, and learn loc
fishing tricks. Later, you land on a deserted beach and snorkel and in a spot known only to locals. If yc
prefer to limit fishing and enhance the snorkelingpeach experience, your guide will assist in adapting
the day to your preferenceSalapagos Safari Camp(B,L,D)

PE

Day 10: Santa Cruz Island/ Quito

Visit the famous Charles Darwin Research
Station to learn about its preservation and
conservation effortand scientific research. You
will have an upclose experience with the
tortoises that are the
enjoy free time to wander around Puerto Ayora,
the largest town in the Galapagos Islands, and
tour the local fish market on the waterito
before you are transferred to the airport for your
flight to Quito. After you arrive in Quito and claim your luggage, you will be met by your guide and
transferred to your hotel. Enjoy an evening tour of the panoramic colonial city, which includes
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Independence Square, La Compafia Church, and San Francisco Square with its historic church. Dine &t a
local restaurant before returning to your hoBdsa GangotengB,D)

Day 11:Quito / Coca/ Yasuni National Park
This morning you are transferred from yo
hotel to the airport for your 3thinute flight to
Coca over the eastern Andes Mountain ran
Atfter landing midmorning, you will be met andg;
transferred to Port Francisco de Orellana, whé
you will embark on a fascinating river trip intga
the Amazon Rainfest in a comfortable coveres
motor boat. Travel into the Yasuni National Pa
along the Napo River for about two and a h{
hours and relish the peacefulness and
richness of the bird life.

The national park lies within the Napo moist forests ecoregiad is primarily rainforest. The park is
about 250 km/155 mi from Quito and was designated a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve in 1989. It is within
the claimed ancestral territory of the Huaorani indigenous people. Yasuni is home to two uncontacted
indigenous tbes, the Tagaeri and the Taromenane. The park is among the most biologically diversg
spots on Earth, and is at the center of a small zone where amphibian, bird, mammal, and vascular plant
diversity all reach their maximum levels within the Western Henesahlhe park holds a world record
for 150 amphibian species and is also in the top locations for amphibian diversity compared to other sites
sampled in the western Amazon. The total number of amphibian species here is more than the United
States and Canadcombined. Reptile species in the park are also very high with 121 documented
species. In spite of covering less than 0.15% of the Amazon Basin, Yasuni is home to approximate|y
onethird of amphibian and reptile species. The park also harbors very kgl & fish diversity with
382 known species.

Itds possible that you may spot monhkrenyg &inglsimeds a | h c
or even macawsAt the Napo Wildlife Center, after a short breakou transfer to a traditional dugou
canoe for the short ride of abd&n minutes to thdodge arriving in khte afternoonThe lodge boasisn

impressiveview of Aflangu LakeEnjoy a welcome drink
and settle inbefore dinner After dinner you may join an
optionalvisit to the lake to sad for cayman (alligator) and
just enjoy thenatural sound®f the forest at nightNapo
Wildlife Center Amazon Lodge (B,L,D)

Day 12: Yasuni National Park

Wake early this morning in order to reach the best and most
easily accessible patrolay licks in Ecuador, about an hour
away from the | odge. Youol I r
activity kicks off at the clay lick between 7:30 and 8:30 am.
A total of 11 species of parrots, parakeets and macaws come to the lick. This visit depeedshen w
conditions but is usually successful. Later, you set out on a hike along the forest trail to visit to thg
traditional Quichua community of Aflangu and share time with a family to learn about their activities anc

A%
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way of life in the forest. Return thié creek and hike through a terra firme forest for about 30 minutes to
the second parrot clay lick. Savor a box lunch at the parrot clay lick observatory before returning to th
lodge in late afternooMNapo Wildlife Center Amazon Lodge(B,L,D)

Day 13: Yasuni National Park
After an early breakfast, set out from the lodge to go to the canopy tower on the Napo for an amazir
treetop adventure. A 3®eter/118foot high canopy tower is a great way to experlence life above the
forest roor This is the secdntower at the RS g

lake). The canopy tower is about 20 minut S
from the lodge deep within the terra firm@eymn
forest. As you ascend the -sfory tower, you
pass through &ferent levels of the forest and
emerge on top of a huge Ceiba tree. Here Y
cross onto a wooden platform that built in
the tree to encounter life in the forest canogye
as it opens before you, with views onc
reserved for birds and monkeys. The me
tower itself was constructed to the higheg#
standards, galvanized, and carefully inspecg
by engineers. Safety is the priority. THel

by tree platform specialists brought fr
EcoEcuador's Peruvian partner orgation !
Pert Verde. From top to bottom, there is
finer canopy experience in Eastern Ecuadfg
Flocks of colorful tanagers and blaed &
yellow macaws can be seen in the canopy
in nearby trees spider monkeys search
fruit. You can hear two species déarge |
toucans calling in the early mornings a
afternoons. Birds that are virtually impossibig
to see from the forest floor below are sudderiiji

right beside you, oblivious to your presence. Lunch is served at the lodge followed by an afternoon hik
Hike along primary forest to discover the forest interior, and search for lizards, colorful manakins and th
tiny, endangered golden mantle tamarin monkeys. After the hike, explore the lake and creeks by dugg
canoe, and you may run into a giant otter famitytbe way.Napo Wildlife Center Amazon Lodge
(B,L,D)

Day 14: Yasuni National Park/ Coca / Quito

Today is an early departure with one last cano@dgenture on the walpack to the Napo River
dock The creek may reveal new sightsgmint otters, Monk Sakmonkeys or rare bird#At the dock,
you embarkin covered motor boab returnto Coca, arriving in time taheck in for the flight back to
Quito. Upon your arrival, you will be met and transferred to your h@ata Gangotena (B)
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PLEASE NOTE: This isa sample itineraryfor the Amazon and isubject to change due to weather
conditions, safety anthe interests of guests. Changes and additions are made in order to maximize
wildlife viewing and wilderness enjoymemnd cultural interaction with local pegale in the richest
rainforest in Ecuador the Yasuni NationdPark.

Day 15: Quito / Depart

The capital of Ecuador, Quito, lies at an elevatior2 @43 kilometer®,000 feet in the province of
Pichincha surrounded by the Andes Mountains. One of thé¢ leasitiful capitals in the world, the city
was founded as San Francisco de Quito
December 6th, 1534 by the Spanish conquistad
Today, it is a UNESCO World Cultural Heritag
Site. The historic center of Quito, known as t
"Old Town" is the largest ral bestrestored
historical center in the Americas. It,i8s you
might imagine eccentric with narrow, winding
cobblestone streets, magnificent churches
wide, open plazas lined with shops of all king
The buildings reflect the rich Spanish coloni
influence in the balconies, tile roofs, thig
columns and central patios. Explore Old Town
foot for a personal experience of this magnifice
area.Your local resident guide is part of the neighborhood and a member of a grassroots NGO
organization, the & Roque Heritage Guardians. This group of neighbors, artisans and merchants aﬂE
actively interested in sharing the daily life and work of the neighborhood. They see this the best way
recover and strengthen their heritage, and by doing so, leave & legathe local and global
community.

Enjoy walking along the nearby streets, up the hill on Calle Rocaflgnde/se San Francisco Market,
one of the oldest in the capital, to | earn about
g traditionally used. You also have the chance to meet one of the
local herbal healers, who has a shop in the market. Walk downhill
to La RondaStreet considered one of the flagship regeneration
projects in the city. You meet a variety of artisans in their
workshops, shopkeepers, hat makers and candy makers that are a
part of the Manos en La Ronda Projetau will see how candy
was made in colonial times! This is not the candy you know back
home. Made by traditional techniques that date back centuries, it
is prepared simply in huge potYy o u 6 | | del i ght i n
chocolatier, where you taste some of the finest chocolate in the
world, whichare made right herén fact, Ecuador is one of the
worl dés main exporters of C 0 G onany sutpesmg uses ddyand t (o
chocolate, including various ointments. You can sample chocolate combined with everything from tre

197}

tomatoes to bl ackberries. And then thereds the i
such as humitas cocafé. You can visit a healer and learn about the superstitious and folklore of
Ecuador . See how springer childrends toyss, ar e

fashioned wooden toys.
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From the La Ronda area, walk northwards through thddwane streets
of the Old Town to the Plaza Grande, the political heart of the Gil - .
Stroll to the Jesuit church of La Compafia with its stunning-lgetl et e~
interior. Return to Plaza San Francisco, visit the church, choir ;‘3"‘-1} A4 L

distinctive patios of the Frarstdan order before savoring a lunch Bl iy
Ecuadorian specialties prepar ¢
afternoon, cross the street to the excellent Casa del Alal
Archaeological Museum, a restored Xé#ntury colonial mansion, wit
a stunning colleadn of pieces dating back some 5,000 yehede this
afternoon you leave this stunning city toansfer to the airport to boar

your flight home (B)

End of Travel Arrangements
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Included In The Tour Cost:

Hotel accommodains as indicated in the itinerary, including taxes and service charges
Meals as indicated Breakfast, Elunch, D-dinner)

Services of an English speaking guide during all included excursions on a shared basis
All transfers in an air conditioned verecl

Entrances at parks, sites, and monuments

Comprehensive assortment of poeir materials and amenities

Bi g F i-hoer &Vhite Gldve Service® guest assistance

Complimentary one year membership to One More Generation, including adoption of an
endangered species

cooco oo o c

Not Included In The Tour Cost:

Any international airfare; Any passport or visa fees; Travel insurance (which is strongly recommended);
Excess baggage fees; Iltems of a personal nature; Telecommunications fees; Laundry Geatigass to
guides, drivers, and porters; Meals and services not specified

Per Diem

Price starts from USE75per person per day, land only double occupancy
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Big Five Edge

A 900 + Hours: You are working with one of the mibexperienced groups of individuals in our
industry. Big Five Destination Specialists reced@®+ hours of orsite and iroffice on product training
annually, and are part of a diverse team assembled from 11 countries over 5 continents speaking a
combined1 0 di fferent | anguages. With an average of
Destination Specialists answer 8 out of 10 questions immediately based on their personal experiences.

A 24 Hours a Day:Every guest receives complintary enrollment in ouR4-hour White Glove
Service® guest assistangarogram. A team of specialists using proprietary software to track your
progress is available 365 days from anywhere in the world. WGS® starts two weeks before your
departure to help witAnything from concierge services to travel emergencies. We proactively call every
guest from North America to check in and assist with requests such as checking local weather; dealing
with lost luggage or cancelled flights; or even the rare medical enmsrgil the last 18 months, we have
proactively reached out by telephone to our guests on tour to welcome them or assist with a specific
requests almost 1,500 timesé and counting.

A Ahead of the Crowds: Our Destination Specialists combine atieity with their impressive
knowledge. As a result, we are on average two years or more ahead of the pack when it ctemes tb
innovative travel ideasWe focus on lesser known unique touring activities and emerging concepts that
are not yet mainsteen. We forge paths and take risks few others are willing to because we are committed
to the principles of authenticity and sustainabiliost tour companies rely on anéountry counterpart

for product ideas. At Bi g InB0ofaur44 destinaioms) @nd coumting,t  f
we pioneered the itineraries and activities that are well ahead of current trends, and have taught out
ground team, who actually live in those countries. We invest in our team, constantly sending them out to
find new experiences that most overseas companies are unaware of because they rarely leave their hon
territories.

A Booking in North America vs Booking OverseasBefore you work directly with a company
overseas, look closely to insure you are paring apples, and not grapes to kumquats. What appears to
be a $1,000 price difference, actually is al mo
companies put in their fine print. We doeerséas c h
companies will charge you 3% or more to pay by credit card. Your Big Five journey comes with
complimentary enrollment in our Z@bur White Glove Service® guest assistance program up to 2 weeks
before your departure; something no overseas comgnthl ability or capacity to do. We usually have
more inclusions with fewer Aoptional 0 activitie
plan that was written and is operated in North America. Booking overseas leaves you in the hands of the
liability coverage that is written and operated in the country you are visiting, following local rules and
guidelines, which may not be known to you. Make sure your apples are reallyiapgheswise it might

cost you more than just money.

A Sustainability: We believe in a sustainable future for all. Big Five has been consistently
recognized aa leader in the sustainable trayeeceiving accolades for our work to help change the world
through travel. Big Five has also been honored byn&rnationally recognized travel network as the only
company to twice receive an award fuistainable Leadershgifter being judged against nearly 100 other
companies by two separate independent panels.
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